(UGC Equity Grants Serial No 5.2)
Completion Report on Fundamentals of Research Writing
Organized by: Sunkoshi Kalika Multiple Campus

In close cooperation with University Grants Commission Nepal

1 Background

The program on Fundamentals of Research Writing was conducted 17 and 18 Fagun 2082,
with the participation of faculty members, core staff, and students. The program was organized by
Sunkoshi Kalika Multiple Campus in close cooperation with University Grants Commission,
Nepal. The program aimed to introduce fundamental knowledge of research writing structure and
academic standards.

Research skills are essential for students, researchers, academicians, and professionals to
conduct effectively research and produce authentic information. The students often lack the basic
experience of research methodology and writing skills. Thus, this program provides the
opportunity to students on research writing skills. This has helped students to understand the

concepts of research writing skills through online session.

2 Objectives
a) To introduce participants to the basic concepts on nature and features of research writing.
b) To provide fundamental knowledge of research writing structure and academic standards.
c) To improve participants’ ability to organize and present research ideas effectively.

d) To encourage collaborative learning through online modes.

3 Methods / Teaching Strategies
The session was conducted on online methods.

4 Detail Session Plan of Even

Day 1(17 S.N Content Time
Fagun,2082) | 1 Introduction of Topic 7:00 - 7:30 PM
2 Lecture Presentation 7:30 - 8:30 PM
Day 2 (18 1 Discussion and Question/ Answer Session | 6:30-7:00 PM
Fagun,2082) | 2 Reflection and Summary 7:00-7:30 PM




5 Results/Achievements
Participants were supposed to gain knowledge on basic concepts on nature, features and
structure of research writing and improve their academic standards on research writing,

6 Conclusion

. The Fundamentals of Research Writing was conducted 17 and 18 Fagun 2082, with the
p:inicipmion of faculty members, core staff, and students. The program was organized by Sunkoshi
Kalika Multiple Campus in close cooperation with University Grants Commission, Nepal. The
program aimed to introduce participants the basic concepts on nature and features of research

writing which support on improving the academic standard of research writing skills.

7 Recommendation

Similar lecture session should be organized regularly for further strengthen and to
uitlerstand the feature, nature and structure of research writing and apply the basic referencing

and academic writing principles in their research work.

8 Resource Person
The following resource person facilitated the program. The CV has been attached here,

¢ Prof. Dr. Bhupa P. Dhamala

9 Program Photographs

(The screenshots are attached below)
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Nature of Research Writing

Research writing is different from other forms
of writing. Whereas creative writing contains
creativity and imagination, research writing is
based on fact.
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Features of Research Writing

Research  writing is marked by valid
reasoning,  appropriate  language use,
originality, and consistent structure/format.
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Valid Reasoning

*Except for a sustained research report based
on a certain guideline and a template, most
social ~ science research papers are
argumentative and are supplied with valid
reasoning.
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Nature of Research Argument

sl rescareh arguments,  the  researchers are
uanally volved (o acdebate about how to find the
beat solution o a vesearch  problem by
cooperatvely exploving the iaaue,

Inosuch agumenty, rescarchers are expected (o
make cliamma that have valid reasoning and sound
evidence to support them, Such evidence can be a
act or a proven atatement,
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Continued . . .

Research writing should thus involve a claim,
reasons, cvidence, a counterclaim, reasons,
and evidence again to make the writing more
convincing,
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Appropriate Language

*The language used in research writing is
different from other forms of writing.

*A research writer should use appropriate
words and sentences to put the research
findings.

Types of Research Paper

Research papers are basically of two types:

(a) student’s term paper that is meant for
submission to a subject teacher at the
end of a unit or term

(b) professional paper/research article that
is meant for publication in a scholarly
journal or periodical
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Types of Paper Structure

There can be various structures of a research
paper/thesis based on the field of inquiry
(natural/social science), type of methodology
(theory-driven/empirical),  process-oriented
(deductive/inductive), and more importantly,
research design (quantitative/qualitative).

Here, we will focus our discussion on two
major types in terms of quantitative and
qualitative research design.
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An Outline of a Professional Paper

RUNNING HEAD (flush left)
Title (title case in boldface at the center)

Byline: Name in first line and institution involved in second line (normal font at
the center)

Author Note (bold at the center|: Brief description of the author beginning with
indentation in the first paragraph

Abstract (bold at the center): no indentation of the first word in the paragraph

Keywords (one tab inside in the left with a colon; 4-6 words in lower case and
normal font

First-level Headings: bold at the center; second-level headings: bold at the
left; third-level headings: italic bold at the left, etc.

Introduction (bold at the centug‘; background, objective, significance, ete., first
word indentation in each paragraph)

Methodology: bold at the center

Results: bold at the center (ln quantitative paper)
Discussions: bold at the center (in quantitative paper)
Or Findings (in qualitative paper)

Conclusion: bold at the ceater

References: bold at the ceater
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In-text Citation Style

sTheve are diterent guldelines ol in-text cltatton
and eference latne - APA Manual (7th edition),
MLEA Handbook (10th edition), ete,

*In Nepal, different facultien and departments in

universities and other research nstitations have
been uning ditferent in-text citation style, The
departments o humanities (e, lnglish
Department)  follow  the norms  set by MLA
Handbook, The  departments of soclal sclences
and other departments would like to follow APA
Manual,
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In-text Citation Based on
APA Style Sheet

Please see this snmple paragraph based on APA Style Sheet,
David Crystal (1997) says, “A language becomes an

international language for one chief reason: the political power of its
people - especially their military power” (p. 7).

In a rapidly globalizing world, “A language becomes an
international language for one chief reason: the political power of its
people - especially their military power” (Crystal, 1997, p. 7).

A language becomes an international language for several

reasons. Of them, one is the political power of the people who use it,
especially the military power (Crystal, 1997),

IFor more detail, see APA sam ple in a separate file.
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Referencing

This is a process of making a list of citations done in
between the text at the end of a paper. Only those things
that are cited within the text can be mentioned in the list

in a prescribed manner. Examples can be found in APA
Manual or MLA Handbook.
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Appendin/Annox

sAppendicen or annexes e supplementogy
materinds put at the end ol a document,

*Appendicen e ununlly put hetore the relerence
lnt wherean annexen are pul alter the relerene
lint

* While appendicen have aome Hole with the mnln
document, annexen are atandalone documenta
which may he long texin,

*Hoth me not ennentinl parts ol the minin
documents, — but they  add 1o 0 betler
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Rasults
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Conclusion

Looking at the outline structure of the sample
paper the training participants prepared their
skeleton structure of their manuscripts in
separate sheet of paper based on the
topic/issue they chose in previous day. Then
the session ended with sharing of their
outline structure of the research paper.
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